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President’s Report
Mark Cooper

The CSPG starts a new fiscal year on September 1.  As you are 
all aware, the downturn in the industry has had an impact on 
the finances of the CSPG and on those of many of our members. 
The challenge for the CSPG over the last twelve months has been 
to strike a balance between maintaining the services that we 
provide to the membership, on the one hand, and striving for a 
balanced budget, on the other. To this end, we have adopted a 
strategy to ensure that core member services are maintained. 
These include the operations of the various Technical Divisions, 
the Technical Luncheons, specialized conferences and workshops, 
SIFT, Professional Development opportunities through training 
courses, the Reservoir and the Bulletin, the Long Time Members 
Reception and the various sporting and social events that occur 
throughout the year. We have achieved this goal by being 
creative in how we manage our costs and have reduced our 
overhead as much as possible. This will continue to help us 
into the future.  For the last financial year we have halved our 
losses from the previous year - but we need to improve that 
further.  We need to continue along the path back to a balanced 
budget and ultimately to a surplus so that we can replenish our 
financial reserves.
GeoConvention 2017 in May, of which CSPG is a partner with 
CSEG and CWLS, exceeded the previous year’s results and 
contributed revenue to the CSPG which is an encouraging sign 
of industry recovery.  The CSPG Core Convention also provided 
healthy revenues for the Society as did the Gussow and the 
Geothermal and Carbon Capture and Storage meetings last fall.  
The Spring Education week had 204 registrants and exceeded 
budget expectations by 12%.  This also suggests that a gentle 
return to some level of normalcy has started as companies 
begin to send staff on training courses again to fulfil profes-
sional development needs.  These outcomes indicate that there 
is demand for a wide spectrum of meeting options and that 
people will attend if we get the “product” right.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank on behalf of CSPG 
all those individuals involved with the organizing committees of 
these events. Through their efforts the Society has put together 
an excellent range of activities that our members have clearly 
found relevant. 

I also want to let you know that this program of activities has 
been delivered by a significantly smaller number of staff in the 
CSPG office. The reduction was the result of some redundan-
cies and of two staff being on maternity leave. The impact on 
the remaining staff has been an increased workload which was 
managed by some efficiencies but also through longer hours. 
We are appreciative of the dedication of our office staff to the 
Society.
I would also like to thank all our sponsors. Without them, we 
would be a much smaller Society and our technical programs 
would be significantly more expensive for CSPG to deliver! This 
also impacts all our Outreach areas from the Ph.D. and Masters 
level down to school children. Our sponsors greatly assist us in 
representing Canada’s Energy Geoscientists across the country 
and we value them as Partners! Our sponsors have stood 
behind us for many years and continue to do so. In addition to 
our sponsors, the CSPG Foundation also puts your charitable 
donations to work by supporting CSPG Outreach programmes.
As a part of our review of our future financial plans the issue 
of membership dues was brought forward. Dues were last 
increased fifteen years ago - in 2002.  In the interim we have 
been able to function at that level due to the generally robust 
nature of the other revenue streams generated for us by industry.  
Since that point in time there have been significant increases 
in costs. I have included a graph that shows the levels of CSPG 
dues since 1980.  The major jumps occurred in 1998 and 2002. 
To provide some context, the graph also includes the Canadian 
Consumer Price Index over the same time frame (the CPI is set 
to 100% in 2002/3). 
In view of the pressures on our finances, the Board therefore 
took the decision that as part of rebalancing our budget it was 
necessary and very reasonable to increase CSPG dues for full 
members to $120 per year + GST as of 1st September 2017. 
This still leaves the Society short of where the dues should be 
to fully offset the increase in CPI since 2002 - but on an inflation 
adjusted basis it does at least return the real value of the dues 
back to where they were in 1980.
Finally, I would like to remind in-transition members that their 
dues are waived until the end of 2018. The Board also passed 
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a motion to extend that option to lapsed 
members in transition who can rejoin 
the Society for an administration fee of 
only $25 + GST and then take advantage 

of the free membership until end 2018. 
Please visit the CSPG website for details 
and please note that to take advantage 
of this benefit you will need to call the 

office staff directly to be set up correctly 
in the membership system.
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Finance Report

Shelley Leggitt
“Plan for the worst and hope for the 
best” summarizes this year’s approach 
to managing the financial deficit issues. 
After two years of significant losses and 
no end in sight for a recovery, the execu-
tive and CSPG staff made some tough 

decisions. The largest expense items were 
fixed costs, namely office space and staff. 
With some creative negotiating we were 
able to re-locate to a less costly office 
space that had the added advantage of 
having access to a large classroom that 
we could use for courses at no additional 
cost. We also endured some staff cuts 
and additional workload for staff because 
of maternity leave absences. The role of 
Financial Director in tough times required 
tough choices but I was fortunate enough 
to be surrounded by a team of staff and 
board members that came up with very 
creative solutions. 
Key changes that were made to decrease 
our deficit and move towards a neutral 
break-even budget included the CSPG 
office move, staff reductions, decreasing 
the cost of the technical luncheons through 
a lighter lunch and smaller venue, and 

changing to bimonthly reservoir issues.   
This year’s projected loss was -$215,578 
as approved by the board of directors 
in July 2016 and with the changes to 
fixed costs and other efforts the deficit 
on the audited financials shows a loss 
of -$146,058. Savings during profitable 
years has positioned the CSPG with 
an Internally Restricted fund of $820K 
and an Unrestricted fund of $ 823K at 
year end.  Our portfolio continues to be 
conservatively invested with an asset 
mix of approximately 80% Fixed Income 
and 20% Equities.  
Operationally, we brought in $928 K in 
Revenue (down from $1.2 MM last year) 
and had $1.2 MM in Expenses (also down 
from $1.7 MM in 2016).  This year the 
Geoconvention exceeded the CSPG antici-
pated budget profit share by 77%; while 
the Core Conference exceeded budget by 
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84%. Also showing positive results were the continuing educa-
tion courses and field trips coupled with spring workshops.  
The budget deficit was a result of decreased advertising in the 
Reservoir therefore higher than expected print and mailout 
costs that were committed to until January 2017. The Reservoir 
is now being sent out bimonthly in an attempt to keep our 
costs in line while still providing the popular Reservoir publi-
cation. We also had some net investment losses on some of 
our marketable securities, which are not realized losses until 
the investments are sold.  
Membership is a key component to the society and keeping our 
members either through in transition programs or attracting 
new members has been strengthened recently by adding a 
membership director to the board – Laurie Brazzoni. Member-
ship numbers have stabilized and the board made the decision 
this year to increase dues from $100 to $120; the first increase 
in over a decade.  The CSPG is also looking at opportunities to 
attract new young members and we’ll be evolving as a society 
both in the way we communicate and the types of member 
benefits and programs we offer as we include a newer genera-
tion. As in previous years, our fully audited Financial Statements 
will be available on the cspg.org website.
Since the CSPG is a Not-For-Profit society our success is not 
measured by our profits.  It always good to remind ourselves 
that we are a Technical Society and that the mission of the CSPG 
is to advance the professions of the energy geosciences – as it 
applies to geology, foster the scientific, technical learning and 
professional development of its members; and promote the 
awareness of the profession to industry and the public.  We 
believe that we have done an excellent job adhering to our 

mandate while managing some tough deficit years. We have 
made some changes and tough choices but it appears that we 
are on track to break even in 2017-2018.  It is the work of our 
volunteers and the success of all the events that defines who 
we are as a society. Some highlights of our activities from 2017:
 • 8 Technical Luncheons, Fall and Spring Education Week 
 • Gussow Conference on Subsurface Hydrocarbon Movement, 
 • 11th annual conference and field trips on Fluvial Sedimen-
tology (CSPG, SEPM, IAS and Imperial funded)  
 • Geology of Wine Tasting event 
 • The GeoConvention Partnership ran GeoConvention for the 
third year (partnered with the CSEG and CWLS) followed by 
the CSPG sponsored core conference 
 • 4 sporting events 
  o Road Race & Fun Run, Squash Tournament, Mixed 
Golf and Classic Golf Tournaments 
As an organization we have had to make significant changes and 
adapt to a new environment while still keeping our members 
needs at the forefront. Change is upon us - from industry 
practice, to demographics, to communication and information 
sharing. Our challenge is to leverage from our strong knowl-
edge base while keeping a fresh perspective: encouraging 
volunteerism, helping young geoscientists with networking, 
mentorship and training opportunities.  Jim Barclay will be 
assuming the Finance Director role in 2018 and his history 
of experience with the CSPG will be a huge benefit to the 
society. Lastly, I’d like to thanks Lis Bjeld and the staff in the 
CSPG office – this has been a tough year with an office move, 
reduced staff and the expectation of business as usual – they 
have put in tremendous effort. 
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2016/2017 Conferences

October 11-13, 2016
Chairs: Jon Noad

This year’s conference was held at the 
Banff Centre, and was, without any doubt, 
a resounding success. The conference 
co-chairs received universally positive 
feedback from all those who attended, both 
in terms of the venue and the outstanding 
quality of the talks. The hard work of the 
five conference co-chairs (Noad, Jablonski, 
Tye, Ranger and MacEachern), coupled 
with the outstanding efforts of the session 
chairs (Miall, Hasiotis, Dashtgard, Gingras, 
Fielding, Bann, Hubbard, Arnott, Slatt, and 
Plint) ensured a strong technical program 
filled with engaging presentations and 
poster displays. 
The conference was split into five sessions, 
which followed a “source to sink” pattern, 
beginning with terrestrial (fluvial), passing 
through estuarine (paralic) and shoreface 
systems into deep water deposits, and 
finishing with a mud session. Each session 
commenced with an excellent introduc-
tory overview from the session chairs, 
all of whom stressed the rapid progress 
in their subdivision of the field of clastic 
sedimentology.
Talks in the terrestrial session examined 
existing models for alluvial facies (Fielding), 
as well as questioning the interpreta-
tion and abundance of braided channels 

deposits in the fossil record (Blum). The 
braided to meandering transition was 
also examined (Noad), and these fluvial 
themes generated animated discussion, 
which was great to see at the confer-
ence. We investigated preservation and 
geological time (Miall), and then looked 
at quantitative facies models (Colombera). 
The session concluded with a whirlwind 
tour of terrestrial trace fossils (Hasiotis) 
and their significance. Particularly striking 
were the Triassic crayfish beds of Utah.
After an evening where most of the attendees 
sampled the food and beverages of Banff, 
(as well as discovering a handy short cut 
back to the Banff Centre that skirted the 
cemetery), the following day kicked off 
with the paralic-estuarine session. We 
were treated to several discourses on 
facies models for transitions from fresh 
water fluvial channels, through estuaries 
and to the shoreline, with cosmopolitan 
examples from the Gironde of France 
(Fenies), Willapa Bay (Gingras) and the 
Sittaung River of Myanmar (Choi). Talks 
zoomed in to look at the morphology of 
tidal bars (Schoengut) and distributary 
channels (La Croix), before a visit to 
some stunning riverside outcrops of the 
McMurray Formation (Jablonski) demon-
strated how Lidar style data can be used 
in numerical analyses. 
After lunch we moved to the fully marine 
shoreface, with three of the talks looking 
at deltaic deposits of the Wilrich (Bann), 
Viking (MacEachern) and the modern 
Fraser River Delta (Ayranci). Of particular 
interest was the way that trace fossil data 
was used to delineate subtleties of deposi-
tional settings. A sequence stratigraphic 
framework was employed to demonstrate 
both falling stage conditions and delta 
asymmetry in the Viking. A subsequent 
tidal facies talk showed facies criteria for 
identifying tidal signatures in shoreface 
settings (Dashtgard). We also looked at 
Permian deposits of Australia (Fielding). 
The final talk gave us a beautiful synthesis 
of Late Albian allostratigraphic across 
Alberta (Plint and Drljepan), drawing from 
numerous graduate studies. 

The conference dinner that evening was 
a great chance to network and discuss 
the ideas of the day. A more relaxed 
presentation on the Calgary Flood of 2013 
(Noad) was preceded by thanks to the 
organizing committee and CSPG staff, as 
well as to the session chairs and speakers. 
It had been a great day, enhanced by the 
amazing weather, chilly yet with plenty 
of sunshine (see the photo from sunrise 
the following morning).
The final day of the conference began 
with the deep-water session. A fascinating 
presentation on a Nova Scotian impact 
crater (Deptuck) got everyone engrossed, 
followed by a talk on flow criticality in 
turbidites and its contrast in process 
style to open channel flow (Arnott) Bill 
impressed everyone by carrying on speaking 
through two power cuts that plunged the 
auditorium into complete darkness. The 
following talk on flow monitoring in BC 
fjords (Clarke) was similarly affected, but 
did not stop us seeing some great images 
of crescent-shaped dunes and channel 
migration year on year. The last three 
talks all looked at submarine channels, 
contrasting the meandering morphology 
of submarine channels with those in 
the fluvial realm. The modeling of these 
systems (Sylvester) is complex, and was 
complemented by outcrop studies focused 
on the Gulf Islands of BC (Hubbard) and 
Chile (Southern). 
After lunch we waded into the mud, begin-
ning with a nice overview of Devonian 
mudstones (Harris). Talks on aggregate 
grains and their use in differentiating 
marine and terrestrial deposits (Cheadle, 
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May 18th - 19th, 2017
Chair: Brent Kuntz

The 2017 CSPG Core Conference once again demonstrated the 
teamwork, creativity, and resilience of the Canadian petroleum 
geoscience community. On May 18th and 19th, 2017, N 616 
geologists, geophysicists, geochemists, petrophysicists, students 
and more congregated at the AER Core Research Center to view 
and discuss 27 cores representing the diversity of potential in 
the Western Canada Sedimentary Basin. 
 
Cores were presented from the Montney, Viking, Spirit River, Horn 
River, oil sands formations and more, displaying unconventional 
and conventional reservoirs, incorporating chemostratigraphy, 
petrophysics, x-ray fluorescence, steam dynamics, stratigraphy and 
facies characterization. As well, a few distinct topics represented 
the wide range of geologic work outside of exploration such as 
carbon capture and storage and overburden characterization.  
 
Fuel for our curiosity was generously provided by Core Labora-
tories, AGAT, and Weatherford. The coffee and baked goods 
provided by Core Laboratories were enjoyed by everyone. 
The Weatherford BBQ lunches provided ample opportunity to 
discuss core and network with friends and colleagues across 

the industry. In order to avoid potential inclement weather, the 
AGAT Laboratories Core Meltdown was held in the University 
of Calgary Ballroom, where the award for best student presen-
tation went to Scott MacKnight and his presentation on the 
Lodgepole Formation Souris Valley Beds: A New Approach to 
Describing Fine-Grained Sedimentary Rock in Core, and best 
overall presentation went to James MacEachern and his talk on 
A Forced Regressive Asymmetric Delta of the Lower Cretaceous 
Viking Formation, Kaybob-Fox Creek Fields, Alberta.
 
The CSPG and the 2017 Core Conference Organizing Committee 
wishes to thank all of the presenters, all of the sponsors ( Tourma-
line Oil Corp., AGAT Laboratories, Weatherford, Loring Tarcore, 
Progress Energy and Core Laboratories), the volunteers, and of 
course the AER Core Research Center for making this incredible 
conference a reality. Preparation is underway for the 2018 CSPG 
Core Conference, continuing the  this world-class  event, where 
you can see hundreds of metres of core, network and enjoy the 
company of colleagues, and celebrate the never-ending puzzles 
our industry gives us to solve 

Pavan) were followed by an interesting discussion of condensed 
sections (Al-Mufti). A general overview on data analysis in uncon-
ventional shale deposits centred on the Woodford Shale (Slatt) 
set the stage for a presentation that showed how sequence 
stratigraphy could be related to brittle/ductile contrasts in the 
unit (Jing). The mud session concluded the conference

 We must definitely mention the outstanding posters presented 
on diverse topics ranging from Cretaceous meander belts (Durkin, 
Broughton) to estuarine facies models of the McMurray (Fustic); 
deposition and diagenesis of mudstones (Percy) and sequence 
stratigraphy of Horn River mudstones (Ayranci); to dating of 

shelf margin evolution using zircons (Daniels) and deep-marine 
channel evolution (Arnott). 

Overall this was a stunning conference. The number of participants 
(around 66) ensured a fairly intimate atmosphere that helped 
to generate discussion, while the presence of many world-class 
sedimentologists ensured that the data presented, and the talks 
themselves, were of the highest quality. The geological discus-
sions over a few beers in the evenings were worth the entrance 
price on their own. If you were not able to attend, you missed 
a conference that will be talked about for many years to come. 
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June 26th - 27th, 2017
Chair: Paul Harris

The SEPM-CSPG Mountjoy II Meeting took 
place June 25th- 29th, 2017 at the J.J. Pickle 
Campus of the Bureau of Economic Geology 
in Austin, Texas.  This meeting is named in 
honour of Dr. Eric Mountjoy and his goal 
for the conference was to bring together 
geoscientists from industry, government, 
and academic institutions to share results 
from applied research on topics related 
to the characterization and modeling of 
carbonate reservoirs.  Given his reputation 
as a professor and supervisor of over fifty 
graduate theses from the 1960s through to 
the early 2000s, it was of no surprise that 
Eric would have wished that the meeting 
specifically include the opportunity for 
students and early career professionals 
to interact with other scientists and to 
share their research.   In fact, 70% of the 
presenting (first) authors were identified 
as a Student or Young Professional.
The meeting kicked-off Sunday evening an 
Icebreaker.  Participants picked up their 
badges and greeted old friends, colleagues 
and acquaintances to catch-up.  The Chair 
of the organizing committee, (Paul) Mitch 
Harris also used this ice-breaker as an 
opportunity to introduce students and 
young professionals to the rest of the 
participants.  Presenters represented 16 
different countries including Australia, 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, 
France, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Scotland, 
South Africa, Switzerland, Turkey, UAE, UK 
and the USA.  Approximately 64% of the 
meeting delegates were from academia, 
32% from industry and about 4% from 
government.  This was a sharp turnaround 
from the first meeting where approximately 
60% of attendees were from industry, 
reflecting the continued downturn of the 

petroleum industry.  The male to female 
demographic was approximately 70% 
male and 30% female. 
On Monday morning the technical portion of 
the meeting commenced with introductory 
remarks from the Mitch Harris where he 
thanked the sponsors of the meeting for 
providing funds to support the attendance 
of students and academics.  He went on 
to thank the plethora of volunteers who 
served on various organizing committees 
that put together the conference.  Mitch 
also emphasized that the intent of the 
conference was to provide a forum to: (a) 
share the latest advances in our fields, (b) 
interact within this unique opportunity 
for networking that the format of the 
conference provides, and (c) build new 
and lasting research partnerships and 
friendships.  
The theme of the 2017 meeting was 
Carbonate Pore Systems and the program 
put together by the technical Chairs Don 
McNeill and Eugene Rankey was excellent.  
Technical sessions on Monday included 
talks and posters that focussed on: (1) 
Sedimentologic, Stratigraphic, and Diagenetic 
Controls on Development of Carbonate 
Pore Systems, (2) Multiscale Prediction 
and Upscaling of Carbonate Porosity and 
Permeability, and (3) Interactions in Multi-
Modal Pore Systems.  Oral presentations 
included speakers from several countries 
and reservoirs ranging from conventional 
carbonates (such as Karachaganak field 
in Kazakhstan) to Unconventional (the 
Duvernay and Mississippi Lime Forma-
tions), from ancient (Devonian) to the 
modern (West Caicos Island).  The poster 
session had a similar range of topics and 
also included mini “previews” of the Core 

Workshop to be held on Wednesday.  
Tuesday’s program was a break from the 
technical presentations and participants 
headed out to the field!  Thanks to Astrid 
Arts and Chris Zahm for putting together 
the selection of the four field trips.  Partici-
pants could choose from a visit to Pipe 
Creek where Laura Zahm presented the 
Albian-age Pipe Creek rudist build-ups 
and impact of touching and non-touching 
vugs on reservoir characterization, a visit 
to the Cretaceous of central Texas where 
Chris Zahm presented Fractures and pores 
within evaporite paleokarst systems, a visit 
to the Longhorn Caverns (and relief from 
the heat of Texas in late June)  with Bob 
Loucks who presented Fractures, faults 
and karst caverns: architecture of the 
non-matrix reservoir elements or a visit 
to the Hidden Valley Fault in central Texas 
where David Ferrill and Ronald McGinnis 
showed participants the Fault zone defor-
mation and displacement partitioning in 
mechanically layered carbonates.
Tuesday evening brought all the partici-
pants back together again at our formal 
dinner in honour of Eric Mountjoy.  Dinner 
was held at Abel’s on the Lake where 
participants enjoyed mixing and mingling 
along with a buffet dinner at a wonderful 
lakeside venue.   Conversations from the 
day picked up again in this more casual 
setting and colleagues shared stories from 
their respective trips. 
On Wednesday, participants were split 
into two groups.  In the morning, one 
group focused on poster presentations 
while the other group focused on the 
amazing Core Workshop that was put 
together under the leadership of Laura 
Zahm.  The groups then switched around 
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for the afternoon.  The poster presentations were from the 
technical sessions that included:  Microporosity in Conventional 
and Unconventional Carbonate Reservoirs and Visualization, 
Quantification and Modeling of Carbonate Pore Systems and 
their Fluid Flow Behavior.  The Core Workshop featured eight 
(8) cores ranging from the Upper Cambrian to the late Creta-
ceous and from far-flung locations in the world (Kazakhstan and 
Canada) to several from various places in Texas.  Kudos to all the 
core presenters who went through their presentations 8 times 
in the morning and again 8 times in the afternoon!  Their voices 
certainly needed a break at the end of the day.
The oral and poster technical sessions resumed Thursday with 
presentations on microporosity, a theme that seems to be increas-
ingly more important from the industry perspective.  Several 
presentations focused on ways to characterize and document 
microporosity as well as case studies on the importance and 
impact of microporosity on production.  The afternoon concluded 
with talks that focused on modeling porosity, whether that was 
modeling the evolution of permeability in carbonates or the 3D 
pore network or understanding the impact of pore heterogeneity 

on the reservoir modeling.  The end of the day concluded with 
the final poster session and information farewells amongst the 
participants.
A highlight of the entire conference was the attendance of Anita 
Mountjoy.  She participated in all events – staying for all the 
technical presentations and even going on a field trip.  Numerous 
participants commented on the lovely conversations they had with 
Anita.  She particularly sought out all the students and younger 
scientists to talk.  Anita has probably learned more geology than 
any of us at these conferences.  She is an inspiration to all of us!  
We even had a special presentation from Sherry Becker who 
gave Anita her rock hammer to replace Eric’s hammer which 
was lost this past winter!  Fortunately Sherry made it through 
airport security with her hammer.
At the end of the meeting, the technical committee solicited 
papers from the participants for a Special Publication that is 
expected to follow.  If anyone would like to participate, please 
contact Don McNeill at dmcneill@rsmas.miami.edu.  The next 
Mountjoy conference will be held in 2021 with CSPG taking the 
lead on conference organization.

Technical Programs

September 29-30, 2016 | ConocoPhillips Auditorium, Calgary 
Alberta 
On September 29th CSPG, along with forum Co-chairs Kirk Osadetz 
(CMC Research Institutes Inc.) and Luc Rock (Shell Canada Inc.), 
hosted 20 speakers from across Canada to explore the topic of 
Carbon Capture Storage and Utilization (CCUS). Sessions included 
topics such as Capture, Storage & Monitoring, Utilization and 
Learnings, Barriers & Opportunity; each session ended with a 
panel discussion to answer questions from the audience. 
The CCUS portion of this two-day workshop attracted sponsor-
ship from Shell (Forum Sponsor), ConocoPhillips Canada (Venue 
Sponsor), Schlumberger Carbon Services (session sponsor) and 
CMC Research Institutes (Coffee Break Sponsor). 
76 Registrants attended the CCUS portion of the Forum (22 
CSPG members, 30 Non-members, 20 speakers, 4 CSPG Student 
members). 
On September 30th CSPG continued at the ConocoPhillips Audito-
rium with the Geothermal Energy portion of the fall Forum. The 
Geothermal portion was chaired by Stephen Grasby (Geological 
Survey of Canada) and Jasmin Raymond (Institut National de 
la Recherche Scientifique, INRS). Many topics were covered 
during the one day Geothermal Forum such as Geothermal 
Energy Potential of Canada, Canada wide Geothermal research, 

Geothermal exploration methods and a panel discussion that 
included all Geothermal session speakers. 
Sponsors for the Geothermal Forum were ConocoPhillips Canada 
(venue sponsor), Geoscience BC (Audio Visual Sponsor), Tuya 
Terra Geo Corp. (Lunch Sponsor) and the Geological Survey of 
Canada provided provision of A/V Support. 
86 Registrants attended the Geothermal portion of the Fall 
Forum (39 CSPG members, 31 Non-members, 12 speakers, 4 
CSPG Student members).  

Carbon Capture Storage and Utilization and Geothermal Energy 
Field trip
October 1, 2016 | Canmore, Banff & Lake Louise
On Saturday October 1st participants from the Carbon Capture 
Storage and Utilization and Geothermal Energy Forum took part 
in a joint 1-day field trip. On this field trip 21 registrants (13 CSPG 
Members, 8 Non-members) visited classic outcrop localities and 
spectacular overviews in the Bow River Corridor with stops in 
Canmore, Banff and Lake Louise area. This trip was planned and 
led by the CCUS & Geothermal Forum Chairs, Kirk Osadetz (CMC 
Research Institutes), Luc Rock (Shell Inc.) and Stephen Grasby 
(Geological Survey of Canada).

Carbon Capture Storage and Utilization & Geothermal 
Energy Forum
Chairs: Kirk Osadetz & Luc Rock



C O R P O R AT E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  |  9

Technical Luncheon
Chair: Ryan Mohr

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

September 14, 2016
Revisiting Fluvial meander-belt deposits with implications for 

interpretations of the McMurray Formation 
Paul Durkin

October 25, 2016
A subsurface, sedimentological analysis of the tide-dominated 

deposits in the bluesky formation (early cretaceous), Peace River 
area, West-Central Alberta

Duncan MacKay

November 16, 2016
Imaging of Micro- and Nano-Scale Wettability and Fluid 

Distribution in Unconventional Light Oil Reservoirs 
Chris Clarkson

January 12, 2017
Rum Smugglers and Runoff: How Salinity Stress Affects Neo-

Ichnology in a Microtidal Estuary
Anton Wroblewski

February 07, 2017

Variations in Sequence Stratigraphy, Accommodation Space, 
Paleodrainage and Depositional Style between the Underfilled 
and Overfilled Foreland Basin Portion of the Western Canada 

Sedimentary Basin

Brian Zaitlin

March 14, 2017
Applied Political (geo)Science: The History, Context and Technical 

Basis Behind Central European Petroleum’s Guhlen Discovery, 
Brandenburg State, Eastern Germany 

Alula Damte & Peter 
Putnam

April 04, 2017 Fracture Size and Intensity Scaling from Core to DFN Model Doug Bearinger

On December 13, 2016 the CSPG 
welcomed Mark Zoback, Stanford 
University, as the speaker for the 
2016 Honorary Address. Zoback is 
the Benjamin M. Page Professor of 
Geophysics at Stanford University and 

Honorary Address Luncheon
Director of the Stanford Natural Gas 
Initiative. The title of Zoback’s talk was 
Managing the Earthquakes Risk Associ-
ated with Oil and Gas Development and 
CO2 Sequestration. 

434 registrants (375 CSPG members, 
59 non-members) attended the 2016 
Honorary Address which was supported 
by the CSPG Foundation (speaker travel 
and honorarium). 
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B.A.S.S. Division
Co-Chairs: Steve Donaldson & Mark Caplan

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

September 07, 2016
Structural Evolution of the Firebag Basin and Stratigraphic 

Architecture of its Cretaceous Fill, Athabasca Oil Sands Region, AB 
Canada

Andres Altosaar

November 08, 2016
Depositional and Diagenetic History of the Mississippian Pekiski 

Formation, Hawk Hills Area, Northern Alberta: Controls on 
Sedimentation Patterns and Reservoir Development

Lauren Eggie

November 22, 2016
Deciphering shelf margin evolution using U-Pb zircon 

geochronology, Tres Pasos and Dorotea formations, Magallanes 
Basin Chile

Benjamin Daniels

January 25, 2017
The Spoiler of the Decade: Middle and Lower Montney Formations 

are former Carbonate Deposits 
Raphael Wust

February 15, 2016
Integrated approach to understand which reservoir characteristics 

lead to better Montney Productivity
Jean-Yves Chatellier

Environment Division
Chair: Andrew Fox

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

October 31, 2016 Hydraulic Fracturing, Knowledge Gaps and Public Policy Jennifer Winter

Geomodeling Division
Co-Chairs: Weishan Ren & David Garner

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

October 26, 2016
Impact of Plurigaussian Parameter Options on Model Transition 

Statistics 
David Garner

November 29, 2016
Integrated Fracture Modeling of a Highly Faulted Recumbent 
Anticline for EOR Simulation of a Heavy Oil Field in Colombia 

Alexey Romanov

December 06, 2016
A Framework for Assisted History Matching and Robust 

Optimization of Low Salinity Waterflooding under Geological 
Uncertainties

Zhangxing John Chen

March 30, 2017
Unconventional fracture modeling with new seismic to stimulation 

workflows: toward understanding the science behind shale 
Venkateshwaran 

Ramanathan
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Heavy Oil/Oil Sands Division
Chair: Randy Smith

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

October 19, 2016 Fall Core Workshop Multiple Presenters

March 01, 2017
Oil Sands Pioneers: How Scientists and Entrepreneurs Made the 

Unconventional More “Conventional” 
Fran Hein

April 05, 2017
Rethinking Tidal Deposits: The role of mudstone layers in the 
interpretation & exploitation of a tide-dominated heavy-oil 

reservoir 
Duncan MacKay

Hydrogeology Division 
Chair: Jamie Wills

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

November 02, 2016
From Qumran to Kakuma: 25 Years if Geophysical Exploration from 

Dead Sea Scrolls to Water Supplies for Refugees
Paul Bauman

International Division
Co-Chairs: Kevin Morrison & Jurgen Kraus

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

September 21, 2016
Exploration and development of fractured basement reservoirs- 

an underexplored conventional play with significant resource 
potential 

Gordon Graham 

October 19, 2016 Past Discoveries of Impact Structures Amanda Obodovsky

November 09, 2016
Rock Shot: If you build up, they will come- a field of Stromatolites 

near Talus Lodge, BC 
Gordon Hurlburt

December 14, 2016 The Wildest Plays on the Planet Jon Noad

May 03, 2017 A Virtual tour of the McMurray Formation Type Section 
Ruby Strobl & Milovan 

Fustic

June 13, 2017
Predicting Heterogeneity in fluvial and tidal-fluvial meander-belt 

deposits: The point bar to counter point bar transistion 
Paul Durkin

January 11, 2017 This Energy Bear Market Nearly Over- But More Pain Still Ahead Josef Schachter

February 08 2017
Geology and Geopolitics: Partners in the International Exploration 

risk assessment process 
Tim Marchant
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Palaeontology Division
Chair: Jon Noad

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

September 16, 2016 Exciting New Discoveries by the Southern Alberta Dinosaur Project Wendy Sloboda

October 21, 2016
Morphology and functions of the toothrow in a rodent knockout 

model and implications for mammalian tooth evolution
Chelsey Zurowski

November 18, 2016
Exploring for Fossils in a Basement: My Misadventures in the 

University of Paleobotany Collection
Georgia Hoffman 

January 20, 2017 Mammals and climate change in the Eocene of North America Alexander Dutchak

February 24, 2017
Fossil Characterization through destructive morphological 

modelling 
Christopher Boyd

March 18-19, 2017 PALEO 2017 Multiple presenters 

April 21, 2017 The Fossils, Fauna, and Flora of Ellesmere Island Lisa Bohach

Structural Division
Co-chairs: Darcie Greggs & Patrick Fothergill

DATE TITLE SPEAKER

September 07, 2016
Fold-Thrust Interactions in the Canadian Rocky Mountains Revisted 
| New Kinematic Models and Their Implications for Other Shallow-

Fold Thrust Belts 
Jurgen Kraus

October 06, 2016
Impact Craters in Seismic Data: Past Discoveries and New 

Techniques 
Amanda Obodovsky

November 09, 2016
Anticlinal and Synclinal Geometry and its Impact on the Reservoirs 

of the Zagros Foredeep in Kurdistan 
Andrew C. Newsone

Decembe 14, 2016 A Festive Look at Fractures and Fracing- "The Fractures Strike Back" Steve Rogers

January 12, 2017
Structural Geology Mountain Scrambling in the Alberta Rockies 

Front Ranges, Banff and Kananaskis areas 
Normand Begin

February 02, 2017 A Discussion on Folds in the Southern Canadian Rockies Paul MacKay

March 09, 2017
Fold and Cleavage Forming Mechanisms, Illusions, and Deceptions 

in the Rocky Mountains (and Other Fold-Thrust Belts): A Discussion 
Jurgen Kraus

April 06, 2017 Density and Size of Rectangular Fractures In Boreholes Charles Berg
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Spring Education Week
Chair: Amy Fox

The 2017 spring continuing education week, held primarily 
May 8-12, was called “Spring Forward” and was made up of 
7 full day, 6 half-day short courses, as detailed in the table 
below. The event was organized by a committee of approxi-
mately 5 volunteers, including the CSPG Education Director, 
with help from CSPG staff. Since the petroleum industry was 
still in the midst of a major downturn, effort was made to 
provide low-cost courses so that they would be accessible 

to as many members and non-members as possible. Most 
instructors donated their time, which helped keep costs 
down. The variety of courses seemed to be appreciated by 
attendees, and timely topics such as climate change and 
water disposal filled up quickly. Field trips were organized by 
a separate committee.
Spring Education Committee members: Amy Fox, Ryan 
Brenner, George Pickney

Short Courses
DATE TITLE SPEAKER

March 28-29, 2017 Basics of Geomodeling- An Overview David Garner

May 5, 2017 At Your Disposal: An Introduction to Responsible Oil & Gas Waste Kim Kingsmith

May 5, 2017 Understanding Naturally Fractured Rocks
Mark Cooper & Marian 

Warren

May 8-9, 2017 The Science and Technology of Core Analysis Workshop AGAT Laboratories

May 8, 2017 Geomechanics for Heavy Oil Mehrdad Soltanzadeh

May 8, 2017 Geomechanical Image Log Analysis Amy Fox

May 10, 2017 Duvernay and Montney Laboratory Core Analysis Workshop 
Raphael Wust; Ken Glover; 

Brent Nassichuk

May 10, 2017 Climate Change: Fundamentals and Scientific Status 2017 Ann-Lise Norman 

May 10-12, 2017 Fundamentals of Geostatistics David Garner

May 11, 2017 Core & Fluid Analysis on Tight Reservoirs – Core Laboratories
Carolyn Currie; Lou 

Monahan; Dawson Milbury 

May 11, 2017 Practical Programming for Geoscientists
Evan Bianco &

Matt Hall 

May 12, 2017 Using CT & NMR for Reservoir Characterization- PERM Inc. Jonathan Bryan

June 6-7, 2017 Basics of Geomodeling- An Overview David Garner

Field Trips
DATE TITLE SPEAKER

May 11-12, 2017
Deformation & Hydrocarbons in the Plains and external foothills of 

Southern Alberta
Marian Warren 

Mark Cooper 

May 11, 2017 Progress & Challenges for CCUS in Alberta and Canada
Kirk Osadetz

Luc Rock 
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Outreach
University Outreach
Chair: Jane Marzetti

Committee: Mona Enachescu, Colin Etienne, Leena Markatchev, Jacey Neumann, Katey Roberts

Student Conferences
The University Outreach (UO) committee supported three student 
conferences this year:
WIUGC - $1000 Sponsorship + $500 for Best Petroleum Talk Award
AESRC - $1000 Sponsorship +$500 for Best Petroleum Talk Award
AUGC - $1000 Sponsorship + $500 for Best Petroleum Talk Award

Lecture Tours
In 2016, CSPG University Outreach sent three lecture tours 
across Canadian universities:
In late February, John Wiessenberger lectured through Ontario 
universities (Western, McMaster, Queen’s and UO) with his talk 
about the Jurassic Deep Panuke gas field. 
Monday, February 27th – Western University
Tuesday, February 28th – McMaster University
Wednesday, March 1th – Queen’s University
Thursday, March 2 – University of Ottawa/Carleton University

Nadine Pearson lectured in to western universities in March with 
her talk “What does a geologist working in the oil sands do?”. 
Thursday, March 23 – Mount Royal University
Friday, March 24 – University of Alberta
Monday, March 27 – University of Saskatchewan
Tuesday, March 28 – University of Regina

Milovan Fustic rounded out the year in Eastern Canada heading 
to eastern Canada to talk about “outcrop that changes the way 
we practise petroleum geology – McMurray Formation Type 
Section”.
Monday, March 27th – Memorial University 
Wednesday, March 29 – Acadia University
Thursday, March 30th – St. Francis Xavier University 
Friday, March 31st – University of New Brunswick

Undergraduate Student Awards
5 x $1,000 Undergraduate Awards were given to students in 
the following regions:
1. Western Region:  Callum Bunchan, University of Calgary
2. Eastern Region:  Kelsey Koerner, University of New Brunswick 
3.Central Region:  Celeste Cunningham, University of Ottawa
4.Open Region:  Sarah Hyslop
5.Open Region: Ryan Millar

Student Event Grants
5 x $1,000 Student Event Grants were given to student clubs 
across Canada, as follows:
1.Western Region: University of Alberta AAPG Student Chapter
2.Central Region:  Ottawa – Carleton Geoscience Centre AAPG 
Student Chapter
3.Eastern Region: 2017 AUGC Conference 
4.Open Region:  Undergraduate Geoscience Association of the 
University of Ottawa
5.Open Region:  Simon Fraser University 

Summer Student Field Trip
This year’s CSPG Summer Student Field Trip to Drumheller was 
led by Paul Durkin on June 2nd, 2017. The field trip was titled 
“Facies, Stratigraphic Architecture and Sedimentary Processes 
of Point Bar Deposits: Horseshoe Canyon Fm., Alberta”. 

Twelve students attended this one day field trip, examining 
exceptional exposures of the Late Cretaceous Horseshoe Canyon 
Formation that crop out along the Red Deer River valley, east of 
Drumheller. The interval of interest is characterized by meander-
belt deposits that have incised into an upward coarsening, 
wave-dominated shoreface unit. Point bar, counter-point bar and 
abandoned channel deposits will be examined, and meander-belt 
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facies distribution, internal stratigraphic 
architecture and sedimentary processes 
will be discussed. An emphasis will be 

placed on the effects of heterogeneity 
associated with inclined heterolithic 
stratification (IHS) and the implications for 

analogous subsurface reservoirs, such as 
the Athabasca Oil Sands of northeastern 
Alberta. 

SIFT
Co-Chairs: Jesse Schoengut and Vanessa Huey

The first Student Industry Field Trip was 
run 40 years ago by a group of geologists 
who believed that the best geologists are 
the ones who have seen the most rocks, 
and that students can learn more from 
being surrounded by rocks than by sitting 
in a classroom. Each year since then, 
students from across Canada have come 
to Calgary for a two week crash course in 
role of a petroleum geoscientist and the 
geology of Western Canada. While parts 
of the trip have changed quite substan-
tially over the years, the core parts of SIFT 
have remained the same: to provide the 
students with a fundamental background 
of the petroleum industry; expose them 
to the geology of Western Canada; and 
provide an opportunity to network with 
other University students and industry 
professionals
This year, 32 students from different 
Universities across Canada partook in 
SIFT 2017 from April 30th to May 1st. 
Mirroring the changes to the program 
itself, the student demography this year 
was different than in the past: SIFTEE’s 
this year were a combination of second-, 
third-, and fourth-year students, among 
whom some identified as geophysicists and 
geological engineers! The students were 
kept extremely busy over the two weeks, 
beginning with the Icebreaker reception 
on the first night, and culminating with 
the ‘Wine & Cheese’ Awards ceremony 
on the last night. During the days, the 
students attended lectures taught by 
industry experts, with topics including 
petrophysical log interpretation, sequence 
stratigraphy, unconventional resources, and 
production technology, and core workshops 
overviewing the different play types in the 
Western Canada Sedimentary Basin. They 
also attended two field trips: a day trip to 
Dinosaur Provincial Park, and a four-day 
loop through the Rocky Mountains.  On 
the four-day, our experienced technical 
leaders show the students various play 

types and producing formations within 
Western Canada by showing seismic lines, 
well logs, cross-sections and mapping, and 
then turn to the mountains where world 
class outcrops display these important 
geologic concepts. They also take a tour 
of a (learning) drilling rig at SAIT which 
gives exposure to the operational side of 
the industry.
All of the learning they do during the day is 
aimed at setting them up for their evening 
activity: the Exploration Game. In teams 
of four, the students are given an initial 
sum of ‘money’ and start their own oil 
and gas exploration companies. They work 
through developing and expanding their 
land base by bidding on land during land 
sales, drilling wells, making farm-in and 
other deals, and recompleting wells for 
bypassed pay. For most of the students, 
this is their first exposure to the industry, 
so things like well logs and the DLS land 
system are completely foreign to them. 
The exploration game is concluded by each 
team presenting their financial summary, 
company strategy and a geological overview 
to a panel of industry judges, who then 
award the Technical (Bill Ayrton) and Finan-
cial (Larry Strong) Awards to the teams. 
Mirroring industry today, we had the most 
number of farm in and land swap deals 
this year than we’ve have in years past! 
This year, the Technical Award went to Arin 
Kitchen (University of Regina), Katherine 
Lazaruk (UBC), Laura-Pier Perron Desmeules 

(University of Quebec – Chicoutimi), and 
Adrian Oberland (Laurentian), and the 
Financial Award to Danielle Livingstone 
(University of Alberta), Dillon Langelaan 
(Acadia), Spencer Killins (Lakehead), and 
Kieran Tompkins (McGill). As seems to be 
the case with past years, the judging was 
extremely close, and the judges wanted 
to congratulate all the teams on a job 
well done!
Planning for SIFT begins well before the 
students arrive, and the logistics behind 
keeping the students busy for two weeks is 
a large task. Thankfully, SIFT has a barrage 
of willing volunteers – many of whom are 
previous SIFTEE’s, and a growing number of 
non-SIFTEE’s who never actually attended 
the trip. This year we were lucky enough to 
have over 30 people on the planning and 
organizing committee, and an additional 
40 people who gave lectures, seminars, 
ran the field trips, and volunteered at the 
Exploration Game. We can’t begin to thank 
each and every one of them enough for 
all the hard work they put in.
SIFT owes a big part of its continual running 
to the financial and in-kind support of 
numerous companies and individuals. 
The majority of SIFT is supported by the 
CSPG Foundation and its vision to support 
University Outreach programs which 
advance education and awareness of 
petroleum geoscience. Financial support 
from industry was strong this year, and 
sponsors included Imperial Oil, Progress 
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Energy, Canbriam, Nexen, Murphy Oil, CNRL, Husky, and Saguaro. 
Industry also stepped up in another way, as two SIFT students 
were hired through the SIFT job program. The University of 
Calgary also generously donated the lab space and meeting 
rooms that were used over the course of the Exploration Game.
As SIFT looks ahead to next year and beyond, it is important that 
the program adapts and changes along with industry in order to 
remain a relevant and desirable program for both students and 
industry. We have already started to see some of this in changes 
to the topics of the lectures and core workshops presented – 
Oil Sands, Duvernay and Montney are more mainstream and 
conventional topics, while Cardium, Viking, and Leduc are moving 

into the unconventional realm. Future seminars may include 
things like geomodeling, fracture techniques, and directional 
drilling, all of which are becoming a bigger and more influential 
part of our industry. 
The 2017 SIFT committee thanks its’ generous volunteers and 
sponsors, and congratulates each 2017 SIFTEE for another 
successful year. May the memories, knowledge and friendships 
forged during SIFT 2017 remain with you for the rest of your 
career, as it has with each SIFTEE in years past. We are already 
looking forwards to planning the 2018 program, and reaching 
out to each University across Canada once again. 

Distinguished Lecturer Tour
Chair: Andrew Fox

The CSPG Distinguished Lecturer Program showcases the best 
of Canadian petroleum and energy geoscience by speakers from 
industry, government and academia. Speakers include past Link 
Award (best Technical Luncheon Talk) winners as well as geosci-
entists who are leaders in their specialty of petroleum and / or 
energy geoscience and are considered to be excellent science 
communicators. The CSPG Foundation funds a speaker’s tour to 
a selection of Canadian universities and colleges that have an 
active geoscience program. Speakers generously volunteer their 
time to go on these tours. Speakers also promote the value of 
the CSPG to students and faculty at the universities.
Two distinguished speakers went on tour in 2017. Dr. Stephen 

Grasby of the Geological Survey of Canada visited the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University, the University 
of Victoria and Vancouver Island University in early 2017. Dr. 
Grasby’s talk was titled “Geothermal Energy in Canada - new 
opportunities for geoscientists”.
Most recently Dr. Lindsay Dunn of Athabasca Oil Corp presented 
at the University of New Brunswick, St. Francis Xavier University, 
Acadia University, Dalhousie University and St. Mary’s University. 
Dr. Dunn’s talk was titled “Fifty Shades of Grey: From Pore to 
Seismic an Integrated Workflow Identifying Sweet Spots in the 
Liquids Rich Duvernay Formation Kaybob, Alberta, Canada”.

In 2016 a record number of 33 theses were submitted - 19 
M.Sc. and 14 Ph.D. theses - representing 14 universities across 
Canada and 2 foreign universities.  The total of 14 Ph.D. theses 
submitted this year is the most Ph.D’s ever submitted to the 
committee. The 2016 winner of the Ph.D. Thesis Award is Dr. 
Paul R. Durkin of the University of Calgary, supervised by Dr. 
Stephen Hubbard.  His thesis “The Evolution of Fluvial Meander 
Belts and Their Product in the Rock Record” would be of interest 
to any CSPG member interested in meandering fluvial systems.  
Written in paper format, the thesis is divided into four parts, 
united by the theme of fluvial meander belt evolution, with 
a focus on linkages between fluvial process and the resulting 
stratigraphic architecture.  The first section of the thesis revisits 
the point bar deposits that crop out at Willow Creek in southern 
Alberta, which have been the subject of several academic 
studies.  Despite being well-studied outcrops, Dr. Durkin made 
new observations by combining detailed outcrop logging with 
high-resolution differential GPS to trace stratigraphic surfaces in 
outcrop.  Using these techniques, Dr. Durkin identified discordant 
inclined surfaces that represent high-energy erosional events 

Graduate Theis Awards
Chair: Andre Chow

that may be accompanied by reorientation of the point bar.  
This observation is especially important for oil and gas profes-
sionals who are interested in the continuity of mudstone baffles 
and barriers that could disrupt fluid flow in meandering fluvial 
reservoirs.  This part of the thesis has been published in a 2015 
article in the Journal of Sedimentary Research.
 
Very much related to the first part of the thesis, the second part 
focuses on the geocellular modeling of point bar deposits that 
honour realistic architecture and facies distributions.  Using 
geomodeling software, Dr. Durkin outlined a unique approach 
where statistical analyses are performed on outcrop-derived data 
in order to capture facies distribution trends and stratigraphic 
architecture.   The result is a point bar model that captures lateral 
accretion packages of sediment, realistic facies proportions, and 
lateral and vertical variability of those facies. 
 
The third major section of the thesis investigates the complete-
ness of the stratigraphic record in meander belts using a wide 
variety of data sets.  Dr. Durkin utilized a numerical model, 



C O R P O R AT E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  |  1 7

recent data from the lower Mississippi 
River, and 3D seismic time slices from 
the ancient McMurray Formation to 
create a series of time-lapse paleochannel 
reconstructions, with each set of recon-
structions constrained, where possible, 
by supporting data.  In each time-lapse 
paleochannel reconstruction, a series of 
measurements were captured to assess 
the preservation of individual deposits at 
each successive stage.  
 
Finally, the fourth part of the thesis focuses 
on the reconstruction and geocellular 
modeling of a subsurface study area in 
the McMurray Formation, and this data 
set was used to gain insight intomeander 
belt evolution, with particular emphasis 
on intra-point bar erosion and rotation, 
counter point bar development and channel 
abandonment processes.  This data set 
was also used to infer the migration of 
the position of the backwater limit, which 
had an effect on meander belt morphology 
through time. 
 
Dr. Paul Durkin completed his B.Sc. at 
McMaster University, before moving to 
the University of Calgary to undertake 
a Ph.D. with Dr. Stephen Hubbard. His 
thesis focused on fluvial meander-belt 
processes, including point bar evolution, 
sedimentology and stratigraphic archi-
tecture, as well as geocellular modelling. 
Paul has led many field trips to his Ph.D. 
field sites in southern Alberta for industry 
and academic groups, and is currently a 
post-doctoral researcher at the University 
of Calgary.

The recipient for the CSPG 2016 Outstanding 
MSc Thesis award is Carla H. Skinner of 
Dalhousie University for her thesis entitled: 
“Excess Pressure and Reservoir Compart-

mentalization in the Sable Subbasin, 
Offshore Nova Scotia”.   
Carla’s thesis looked at fluid pressure 
distribution in Jurassic and Early Cretaceous 
reservoirs from five gas fields in the Sable 
Subbasin - South Venture, Venture, Arcadia, 
Citnalta, and Uniacke - in an attempt to 
constrain the mechanisms and timing of 
excess pressure generation and dissipa-
tion. Based on a sub-regional 3D static 
reservoir model (1520 km2 of 3D seismic 
data integrated and calibrated with data 
from 27 wells) in which excess pressure 
data and lithologies were populated based 
on wireline log interpretations and well 
tests, she concluded that it is difficult to 
rationalize current excess pressure without 
late hydrocarbon generation.

The main conclusion Carla’s research is 
that fault juxtaposition relationships in the 
Sable Subbasin control the connectivity 
between permeable units in the region. 
The permeability of the units at the fault 
juxtapositions is primarily dependent 
on the position in the expansion trend, 
with more distal locations demonstrating 
decreased permeability and correspond-
ingly decreased connectivity. The combi-
nation of available reservoir volumes, 
area-dependent fault transmissibility, and 
ongoing hydrocarbon generation have 
led to the present distribution of excess 
pressured systems and fluids at depth. 
Deeper sands release fluids and pressure 
through top seal leakage, mechanical 
failure and/or by exceeding the fracture 
closure pressure, eventually allowing the 
fluids and associated pressures to migrate 
vertically and laterally to the shallower 
hydropressured sands by choked cross 
fault leak of distal (within expansion 
trend) reservoirs or “fault rocks”. This 
arrangement is repeated within each 

fault block of the expansion trend and 
between the expansion trends within the 
modelled area. 
 
Carla’s thesis is a well written and illustrated 
piece of work, which provides a great 
example of the importance of detailed and 
systematic reservoir connectivity analysis 
in the evaluation of reservoir connectivity 
and the need for an integrated approach 
to the interpretation of pressure data in 
offshore developments.

The committee welcomed new members 
Mark Mallamo, and the return of Lawrence 
Bernstein to the fold after spending 
several years abroad. Long time committee 
member Tony Hamblin retired from the 
committee this year after 29 years and 
countless theses. Tony’s contributions to 
the committee will be sorely missed but 
we wish Tony all the best as he moves on 
to his next phase in life. The size of the 
committee to is now at an all-time high 
of 17 members which came in handy this 
year to get through the large number of 
submissions. The committee members are 
thanked for their continued dedication 
through the tough and uncertain times 
which has affected our members in one 
way or another.    Kasandra Amaro, our 
unofficial 18th member, from the CSPG 
Office is also thanked for her continuous 
behind the scenes support. As usual 
the committee is always looking for 
new members interested in joining the 
committee. Participation provides members 
with an opportunity to keep up to date 
with current university research.  If you 
are interested in serving on next year’s 
committee, please contact Andre Chow 
or any of the committee members for 
additional details

Young Geoscientists Reception
Chair: Denise Yee

The annual Young Geoscientists Networking 
Reception took place November 3rd, 2016 
at the Unicorn Pub on Stephen Avenue. 
With over 70 guests stopping in to network 
and share a drink or two, the event was 
a huge success!

The annual event is held in an effort to 
increase networking opportunities and 
provide an informal introduction between 
experienced and new-to-the industry 
geoscientists. The exposure to mentorship 
opportunities and CSPG involvement options 

are two major reasons for attendance.
CSPG thanks the committee and our generous 
sponsors for the event: RS Energy ( Gold 
Sponsor), Chinook Consulting Services ( 
Gold Sponsor) and Huskey Energy ( Silver 
Sponsor). 
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Publications
Bulletin of Canadian Petroleum Geology
Committee Chairs: David Morrow and Hairuo Qing

It has often been noted that our Bulle-
tin’s long publication history is a strongly 
positive aspect for authors to consider 
when deciding where to publish, as their 
publication will be part of an unbroken 
legacy of petroleum geology-related work.
The transition of the Bulletin from a print 
journal to a fully digital “e-journal” has 
occurred over the last decade due to the 
efforts of successive Bulletin co-editors, with 
the support of the Executive Committee of 
the CSPG. In previous “Editorial Comments” 
it was noted that the advent of the 
“e-journal” has given rise to many new 
petroleum-related journals that compete 
with the Bulletin for author submis-
sions. Due to the efforts of previous and 
present Bulletin co-editors, the Bulletin 
has maintained its status as a premier, 
peer-reviewed, scientific journal dealing 
with petroleum geology-related studies 
emphasizing Canadian examples. This 

could not have been possible without the 
able participation of more than twenty 
Associate Editors and the volunteer efforts 
of a great many reviewers for submitted 
manuscripts.
At present, editorial duties are shared by 
Hairuo Qing (U. of Regina), who has been 
co-editor for two years, and by Bernard 
Guest (Calgary). Dr. Guest has recently 
assumed the co-editorship of former 
co-editor David Morrow (Geological Survey 
of Canada) in a transition period extending 
through 2017. These editors oversee all 
manuscripts submitted to the Bulletin, as 
well as having primary responsibility for 
the daily operation of the on-line edito-
rial management system of the Bulletin.
CSPG members interested in submitting 
articles to the Bulletin should first carefully 
review the “BCPG Guidelines for Authors” 
for guidance in preparing a manuscript. 
These guidelines may be found under 

“Publications” and “Bulletin Submissions” 
on the CSPG website. Authors should also 
be aware that in addition to full-length 
articles, the Bulletin also publishes short 
topical articles (BCPG Explorations). The 
Bulletin is somewhat unusual in allowing 
publication of lengthy articles that exceed 
the length requirements of many scientific 
journals.
Our editorial team is ready to help you 
achieve your goal of publishing in the 
foremost Canadian journal concerning 
petroleum geology. Our heartfelt thanks are 
extended to Bernard Guest for assuming 
the Calgary-based co-editorship role in 
managing the Bulletin, as well as to Hairuo 
Qing for his on-going co-editorship, and to 
David Morrow, the outgoing Calgary-based 
Co-editor. It is our fervent hope that in the 
future, others will provide their expertise 
and time to volunteer as co-editors and 
maintain the legacy of the Bulletin.

2017 GeoCalendar
Committee Chair: Markus Ebner

This annual favorite is a collection of 12 
amazing geological images that have been 
contributed from our society’s members. 
Interest in this project seems to keep 
growing year after year. This year our 
members submitted a total of 145 pictures 
for judging – no easy task narrowing it 
down to 12 finalists. 
The 2017 Calendar is sprinkled with 
content from all corners of the globe. The 
cover photo (voted Best Photo) by Wes 
Waddell, gives us an amazing aerial shot 
on home soil of Virginia Falls, N.W.T. Far 
flung locals such as Zekai Jia’s photo of 
Mt. Qomolangma National Park, Tibet, 
highlight striking fold geometries while 
perennial contributor, Mike Lam, gives 
us an otherworldly image of the Emerald 

Lakes from Tongariro National Park, New 
Zealand. This year’s subcategory of Best 
Mineral (micro or macro) Photo was well 
appointed with many quality entries, 
making the final judging difficult. The 
winner of the 2017 sub category is Jim 
Renaud with his microphotograph of 
fossiliferous limestone of the Georgian 
Bay Formation from Manitoulin Island.  
I would like to thank Clint Tippett for his 
help on the judging committee for the 
selection of this year’s winners as well 
as his role in the editing of the geological 
descriptions and final product. Emma 
MacPherson, our Publications Coordinator, 
is thanked for making this project come 
together year after year.
The continual increase in quality submis-

sions from our members has allowed us to 
keep on producing better calendars year 
after year. We would not be able to have 
such a great calendar without the time 
and efforts our members take to submit 
their work, and we thank you for that. 
We hope that you are all pleased with 
the 2017 CSPG Geological Calendar and 
wish that it gives inspiration to continue 
to capture the beauty of the geological 
world around you in the year ahead. Enjoy!
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Sporting Events
2016 Road Race/Fun Run
Chair: Armin Schafer

Wednesday September 21, 2016

An enthusiastic group of 54 runners signed up for the 28th 
annual Road Race and Fun Run (26 CSPG members, 11 CSEG 
members, 2 CAPL members, 11-Non-members and 4 Student/
In-Transition members). 
The south side of the river from Crowchild to Edworthy was 
completed a few months ago, so we were able to go back to 
our old route, all along the south side of the river, now paved 
all of the way. Our race volunteers, decked out in bright orange 
safety vests, aided the runners in negotiating the route. Once 
again distances were marked uniquely in geologic time to assist, 
or perhaps confuse, the participants. Like every year it’s great 
to see a mix of competitive and first-time runners. 
We returned to The Calgary Curling Club for the post-race awards 

party, where the mix of racers and volunteers enjoyed plenty of 
cold beverages and a pasta dinner. The evening was topped off 
with door prizes and awards. Through great sponsorship and 
strong participation, we are once again able to contribute to our 
designated charity the YMCA strong kids foundation!
I would like to thank all the volunteers and sponsors who helped 
make this event a success!  
Sponsors: 
Platinum- geoLOGIC 
Gold- Pulse Seismic 
Silver- Synterra Technologies, Belloy Petroleum Consulting, MEG 
Energy Corp., Earth Signal Processing Ltd, Seitel Canada Ltd.
Bronze- Pro Geo Consultants

2017 CSPG Mixed Golf Tournament
Chairs: David Middleton & Brenda Pearson

The 28th Annual CSPG Mixed Golf tournament was held 25 
August under blue skies and plenty of sunshine.  The day even 
warmed up to a pleasant 26C after a 90 minute frost delay due 
to the overnight low of 6C, which gave the greens time to warm 
up and receive attention from the Lynx Ridge ground crew.  We 
are pleased to report on a successful tournament, despite both 
a drop in attendance due to many members being unable to 
participate, and a corresponding drop in sponsorship.

The 68 CSPG members, sponsors and guests finally managed 
to put driver to ball at 9:25 in the sunshine, and the Lynx 

Ridge course was in great shape and the best ball tournament 
concluded in a little over 4.5 hours.  The team low net trophy 
and tournament winner was the team of Deno Adams, Darren 
Payne, Sam Quantz & Lois Zver.  The low gross score trophy was 
taken by the team of Colin Thiessen, Terry Dey, Foon Der and 
Andrea Henry, and the Spirit Award “fossil coprolite” trophy 
went to the most honest team of Brenda Pearson, Bob Earle, 
Richard Nash and Don Zver.

While our industry is in trying times, our great sponsors came 
through, and we appreciate each and every one of them.  The 

2017 Squash Tournament
Chair: Jay Williams

February 2-4, 2017

The 34th annual CSPG Squash Tournament was held on February 
2-4, 2017 at the Bow Valley Club. The tournament was a great 
success this year with over 100 participants. A good time was 
had by all and there were some impressive skills on the court. 
This year’s tournament attracted the following sponsors: 

Platinum: XRF Solutions Ltd., Gold: LXL Consulting Ltd., AGAT 
Laboratories, Belloy Petroleum Consulting, Silver: MJ Systems, 
Cabra Consulting Ltd., RPS Energy Canada Ltd., McDaniel & 
Associates Consulting, TAQA North Ltd., Baccalieu Energy Inc., 
Chinook Consulting Services, Seitel Canada Ltd., Bronze: Tectonic 
Energy Consutling, Midwest Surveys, RIGSAT Communications, 
SiftGrid, Pro Geo Consultants
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on-course beverage cart was sponsored 
by geoLOGIC Systems, who provided much 
appreciated drinks and food throughout the 
course.  All teams enjoyed a hot breakfast 
provided by, used golf carts sponsored 
by Chinook Consulting Services, and 
benefited from visiting hospitality tents 
and skill/challenge contests provided by 
AGAT Laboratories Hole-in-One contest 
and the BrokerLink meet and greet hole.  
Prize holes were additionally sponsored 
by Belloy Petroleum Consulting, Birchcliff 
Energy, MJ Systems, ProGeo Consultants 
and Sproule Associates Ltd.  We certainly 
appreciated the prize donations by Baker 
Hughes, Cougar Consulting Inc, DigitCore 
Laboratories, Hawk Machine Works, Loring 
Tarcore, NOV Wellbore Technologies, 
Noyes Engineering, Roke Technologies, 
Schlumberger Information Solutions, 
Sifton Petroleum, Trimble Engineering, 
Typhoon Energy, and the always popular 

Belloy Petroleum Consultants cooler filled 
with beer.
 During the delicious banquet steak 
dinner, the pictures taken by GeoLOGIC 
were shown on the large screen for all 
to enjoy.  Belloy Petroleum’s (Brian Fyke) 
weekend survival kit of a cooler filled 
with beer was won by David Middleton.  
Skill prizes were awarded to golfers, and 
there was certainly some confusion as 
to which gender some members were 
putting their names down for awards, 
but the committee assigned the prizes 
to what was felt to be the valid winners 
at the events.  
In the end, the members, guests, sponsor 
players and representatives enjoyed a great 
day catching up with colleagues, making 
new friends, and succeeded in raising 
over $1400 to support the educational 
and outreach activities of the CSPG.
I would like to thank the many sponsors, 

golfers, and the greens-keeping, pro shop 
and catering team at Lynx Ridge Golf 
course and especially the fine organizing 
committee of co-chair Brenda Pearson 
(registration), Darin Brazel (sponsorship), 
Norm Hopkins (trophies), Jeff Boissonneault 
(signage)  and our CSPG office support 
from Kristy Casebeer.  A big thank you to 
our photographer, Adam MacDonald of 
Roke Technologies, and the geoLOGIC team 
for all the pictures taken.  Hopefully, by 
the time this is published, all the pictures 
taken by various groups (thanks geoLOGIC) 
will be on the CSPG website.
Attending members and sponsors 
overwhelmingly expressed their enthusiastic 
support for continuation of the event, and 
we will plan for the tournament in 2018.  
We look forward to your attendance at 
next year’s tournament tentatively set for 
Friday, 24 August 2018 as we celebrate 
the 29th Annual tournament.

2017 Classic Golf Tournament
Chair: George Ardies

The 56th CSPG Classic Golf Tourna-
ment was held on a sunny June day. 
The morning of the tournament 
started out overcast and cool with 
a few drops of liquid sunshine. The 
weather improved and was sunny and 
warm by mid-morning resulting in a 
day gorgeous golf weather. Under the 
current format the tournament can 
only accommodate 72 players. The 
tournament was full with a waiting list 
of both players and sponsors. We urge 
anyone who plans to participate in the 
57th Annual CSPG Classic Tournament 
to held on June 21, 2018 to sign up as 
soon as registration opens in March, 
2018 to avoid disappointment.
The Paskapoo Flight winners 
are considered the Tournament 
Champions. For the 56th Annual 
Tournament the winners of the 
Paskapoo Flight are the team of Mike 
Bell and Dave Nordin. Congratulations 
for playing well.
The tournament was bolstered by the 
sponsorship of 20 sponsors ranging 
from providing a golf shirt, food and 
refreshments on the course, breakfast 

and post-game dinner, wine, printing 
services and a variety of sponsored 
prizes.
The following sponsors did their part is 
making the tournament successful:
AGAT Labs, Belloy Consulting, Cambria 
Business, Chinook Consulting, Cordax 
Evaluation, Cougar Consulting, 
geoLOGIC Systems, Geo-Steering 
Solutions, Keitech Consulting, Little 
Rock Document, Loring Tarcore Labs, 
MJ Systems, Pason Systems, PROGEO 
Consultants, RBC Securities, RigSat 
Communications, Schlumberger 
Canada, Trimble Engineering, Typhoon 
Energy Ltd, Weatherford Canada
The tournament has incorporated 
a charitable component into the 
Tournament during the past decade. 
Since 2012 the charity selected by 
the Committee has been the CSPG 
Educational Trust Fund which was 
repurposed several years ago, as the 
CSPG Foundation. The CSPG Classic 
was able to contribute to the Founda-
tion by holding a putting contest. The 
winner of the putting contest this year 
is Jeff Kris who contributed his $200 

prize back to the Foundation. The total 
raised for the Foundation was $1120, 
thank you to all the players who partici-
pated. 
The Committee is cognizant of the 
current economics of the industry 
and thanks the players and sponsors 
for making this year’s tournament a 
success, the players for their participa-
tion and the sponsors for providing 
the extras as well as financial sponsor-
ship so that the cost of registration 
remains affordable. The Committee 
has met to review the failures and 
successes of this year’s tournament 
and look forward to hosting next year’s 
tournament on June 21st 2018 at 
Elbow Springs. While one can point to 
shortcomings of the course they have 
been very cooperative in adapting to 
our needs and especially being able 
to allow us to take a lunch break. This 
tournament is about networking and 
the lunch break enable everyone to 
mingle prior to dinner. See you next 
year.



C O R P O R AT E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  |  2 1

Awards
Technical Awards

Award Award Recipient

Stanley Slipper Gold Medal 
for Outstanding Career Contributions to Oil and Gas Exploration in 

Canada
Edward (Ted) Bogle

R.J.W. Douglas Medal 
for Outstanding Contributions to the Understanding of Sedimentary 

Geology in Canada
Dale Leckie

Honourary Membership 
for Distinguished Service to the Society Tony Cadrin

Link Award 
for Best Presentation – Technical Luncheon Series

Dallin Laycock
“Muddy Clinoforms and the influence of Aggregated 

Mud Clasts”

Medal of Merit 
for Best Paper Related to Canadian Petroleum Geology

Denis Lavoie, Nicolas Pinet, 
Jim Dietrich, Zhuoheng Chen

“The Paleozoic Hudson Bay Basin in northern Canada: 
New insights into hydrocarbon potential of a frontier 

intracratonic basin”

Volunteer Awards
Award Award Recipient

President’s Award 
for Outstanding Service by a CSPG Member Brad Hayes

H.M. Hunter Award
for Distinguished Service to the Society

Dawn Hodgins
Gordon Stabb

Tracks Award
for Members who have set New Standards of Excellence

Alexis Anastas
David Clyde

Alex MacNeil
Ian McIlreath
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Service Awards
For Members who have served the Society for over 5 years

James Ablett
Norbert Alwast
George Ardies

Peter Aukes
Ryan Axani
Bill Ayrton

Olena Babak
Wes Bader
Ali Beken

Philip Benham
Barry Bennett

Khaled Benzaoui
Tim Bird

Mary Luz Borrero
Darin Brazel

Carson Brown
Chuck Buckley

Jean-Yves Chatellier
Burns Cheadle
Guoxiang Chi
Andre Chow
Nancy Chow

Penny Christensen
Andrew Cook
Thomas Cox
Barrie Dargie

Tim De Freitas
Foon Der

Noel Devere-Bennett
Ian DeWolfe

Steve Donaldson
Eva Drivet

Dave Drover
Kyle Durocher
Markus Ebner

Marc Enter
Richard Evoy
Peter Fermor

Patrick Fothergill
Jocelyn Frankow
Lloyd Freeman
Riona Freeman
David Gardner

Sasan Ghanbari
Chad Glemser
Darcie Greggs
Tony Hamblin

Tim Hartel
Peter Hay

Norman Hopkins
Amir Hosseini
Kristy Howe

Stephen Hubbard
Dale Issler
Wim Jalink

Samantha Jones
Ian Kirkland

Melanie Klucker
Shawn Lafleur

Larry Lane

Sid Leggett
Jaime Lo

Leena Markatchev
Jane Marzetti

Darin McCollum
Heidi McDonald
Ben McKenzie

Margot McMechan
Les McMillan

David Middleton
Stephen Minions

Ryan Mohr
David Morrow

Jacey Neumann
Eric Niven

Brett Norris
Rob North

Kirk Osadetz
Brenda Pearson

John Peirce
Guy Plint

Kyla Poelzer
Frank Pogubila

Brian Pratt
Weishan Ren

Claude Ribordy
Kristin Rohr
Kevin Root
Terry Sami

Megan Simons

Geoffrey Speers
Vern Stasiuk

Glen Stockmal
Martin Teitz
Scott Thain

Damien Thenin
Clint Tippett

Elizabeth Turner
John Waldron

Gerald Wendland
Jay Williams

Andrew Willis

Volunteer Awards
For Members who have served the Society for up to 5 years

Lindsey Abbott
Leye Adeboye
Nawras Akkad

Astrid Arts
Ryan Baker
Jim Barclay

Nadine Beaudoin
Laurie Bellman

Jennifer Benyon
Jeff Boissonneault

Sonia Brar
Ryan Brenner

Harrison Brown
Robin Buckley
Gary Bugden

Whitney Bysterveld
Lisa Cartier

Maria Castillo Toro

Shawna Christensen
David Chunn

Michelle Clements
Robin Dixon

Ruben Dominguez
Tina Donkers

James Duggan
Paul Durkin

Hayley Edwards
Nanna Eliuk

Mona Enachescu
Alison Essery
Colin Etienne

Duncan Findlay
Martin Fowler

Andrew Fox
Jason Frank
Adam Fraser

Milovan Fustic
Jean-Francois Gagnon

David Garner
Dan Gee

Ray Geuder
Murray Gingras
Stephen Grasby

Meriem Grifi Dennis
Dale Hardcastle

Bill Haskett
Simon Haynes

Caterina Heikkinen
Brian Hester
Travis Hobbs

Nicole Hunter
Ian Hutcheon

Art Irwin
Bryce Jablonski

Brad Johnston
Brittan Jones
Jassie Kang

David Keighley
Jürgen Kraus

Melissa Kuechler
Ross Kukulski
Brent Kuntz
Craig Lamb
Kelty Latos

Stan Lavender
Jason Lavigne

Dale Leckie
Carmen Lee

Stacia Leonard
Rochelle Longval

Adam MacDonald
James MacEachern
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Paul MacKay
Robert MacNaughton
Sabita Makoon-Singh
Heather Makowecki

Deepreet Mand
Vanessa Marcheggiani-

Croden
Ryan Martin

Adrienne McDougall
Ryan McKay

Ben Montgomery
Jason Moore

Kevin Morrison
Andy Mort

Bob Mummery
Rachel Newrick

Jon Noad
Jennifer Noade
Natalia Noskova

Darcy Novak
Ada Opene

Lauren Ostridge

Sharleen Overland
Kelsea Pedersen

Russ Phillips
George Pinckney
Sharlene Pollock
Andrei Popescu
Mary-Ellen Price

Hairuo Qing
Garrett Quinn

Mark Radomski
Kamal Rae

Mike Ranger
Aaron Reimchen

Jim Reimer
Gerry Reinson

Cindy Robinson
Katie Romansky

Jen Russel-Houston
Cynthia Sawatzky

Armin Schafer
Tyler Schmidt

Jesse Schoengut

Jennifer Scott
Nicole Sendziak

Kathleen Shannon
Anne Sherman
Jason Shtand

Darren Singleton
Brant Skibsted

Kelly Skuce
Randy Smith
Tom Sneddon

Amber Sprague
Tony Stadnyk
Larry Strong

Brodie Sutherland
Natalie Sweet
Amy Switzer

Ryan Szol
Balazs Toro

Torrie Turner
Stuart Tye

Christian Viau
Michael Wamsteeker

Pei-Ling Wang
Neil Watson

Michael Webb
Gordon Williams
Melissa Williams

Jamie Wills
Richard Wong
Keith Yaxley
Denise Yee
Colin Yeo

Tanya Yeomans

Membership
At the end of fiscal year 2016-2017, CSPG had the following number of members in various categories:

Membership Type                             Number of Memberships

 1523
180
224
25
31

120
57

565
37

Full
Associate

In-Transition Full 
In-Transition Associate 

Recent Graduate 
Emeritus
Honorary
Student

In-Transition Student

This was the second year that CSPG offered an In Transition membership to members who have been laid off and are unemployed.  
The membership is offered free of charge to members who expired within the last 12 months and is valid for a maximum of two 
years or until the member finds employment.  In Transition members receive all the benefits of their previous membership with 
exception to mailing of the Reservoir magazine, which is available online through the member login.  

History & Archives Committee

CDiscussions with the office and with historian David Finch about 
plans to preserve the history of the CSPG for the period 2003 to 
2027, that is to say the final quarter century leading up to the 
CSPG Centennial following in the footsteps of David’s 2002 book 

Chair | Clint Tippett

about the CSPG up to that point entitled “Field Notes”. This may 
involve a renewal of a program to interview Past-Presidents and 
to ensure the preservation of vital records. The work is ongoing.
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CSPG Foundation

Chair: Tony Cadrin

The CSPG Foundation Board of Trustees is 
comprised of David Clyde, Kirk Osadetz, 
Samantha Etherington, Tom Sneddon, 
Keith Yaxley, Michael Webb and myself, 
Tony Cadrin.  Jassie Kang and Kathleen 
Shannon are Board Trustees who provide 
invaluable expertise in Accounting and 
Legal Affairs respectively.  Katie Romansky 
is volunteering for the Foundation and 
is a Board Trustee in training until her 
appointment in March 2018.  Please show 
your appreciation to these Volunteers at 
your next opportunity for all their efforts 
on Behalf of the CSPG Foundation.
The CSPG Foundation is a Registered Charity 
with the Canada Revenue Agency that 
funds and supports petroleum geoscience 
education. It was founded in 1978 by the 
Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists 
to ensure sustainable funding for its’ 
outreach activities.   Canadian Registered 
Charity No. 890218043RR0001
CSPG Foundation is committed to supporting 
all our current programs that further the 
understanding of Canadian Petroleum 
Geoscience in Alberta and across Canada 
from now to well into the future.  A 
combination of CSPG committees and 
independent organizations are receiving 
funding for their activities that support 

petroleum geoscience education.
The 50th Anniversary Trust Fund was 
established in 1978, during the 50th 
Anniversary of the CSPG. Funds were 
raised from corporations and individuals 
to endow an income fund that was used 
to -finance the CSPG Student Industry 
Field Trip. Until 1991 the disbursements 
from the 50th Anniversary Trust Fund 
were used speci¬fically to support SIFT. 
Although initially funded by an appeal 
to individual and corporate members 
and stakeholders the primary source of 
funding soon became the CSPG itself, 
with the Board of Directors routinely 
transferring Society surpluses into the 
Endowment fund.
Beginning in 1990 the Society began to 
broaden the scope of funding beyond 
SIFT, beginning with support of the EdGeo 
program and support of youth science 
fairs. The expanded scope of the 50th 
Anniversary Trust Fund was recognized and 
on June 1st, 1992, the 50th Anniversary 
Trust Fund was collapsed and its assets 
were transferred into a new charitable 
organization that established the CSPG 
Educational Trust Fund. The CSPG Educa-
tional Trust Fund provided funding for the 
advancement of geoscience education, 
with a special focus on petroleum geology.  
Subsequently the CSPG Educational Trust 
Fund was instructed to act as the primary 
source of Educational Outreach Funding 
for the CSPG, which still includes the CSPG 
Student Industry Field Trip.

Funding was provided primarily by the 
Society through the 90’s. The Board of 
Directors and the Executive recognized 
that the planned goal of having the Educa-
tional Trust Fund provide the funding for 
all the CSPG’s outreach activities could 
not be achieved without contributions 
directly from Society revenues to Outreach 
activities.
In 2001 public and university outreach 
programs expanded. In 2004, 2005, 
and 2007 the Trustees and the Society 
made signifi¬cant efforts to increase the 
endowment fund through corporate and 
individual donors.
In 2011 the focus of the fund was narrowed 
to be for, “the purpose of supporting and 
funding petroleum geoscientifi¬c educa-
tion in Canada.”
In March 2015, the CSPG Educational 
Trust Fund changed its name to the CSPG 
Foundation. The CSPG Foundation aims 
to fully fund current and future CSPG 
Outreach programs along with independent 
programs that also fulfill the mandate of 
the Foundation.
The CSPG Foundation allocates funding 
through the following means:
• providing bursaries, scholarships, field 
study grants
• donations to Canadian universities
• grants to organizations that meet the 
requirements as a “qualified donee” under 
the Income Tax Act (Canada) and undertake 
to fulfill the Foundation’s purpose through 
its programs and activities
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Together we are building our geoscience future by supporting 
educational outreach that inspires and advances education, 
fosters technical excellence, and encourages awareness of 
petroleum geoscience. 
Our programs include the Student Industry Field Trip, University 
Outreach which includes (University Lecture Tours, Under-
graduate Awards, Student Field Trips and Student Event grants) 
Graduate Student Scholarships, Distinguished Lecturer Tour (Link 
Award Winner), Honorary Address, CSPG Ambassador Program, 
GeoConvention Student Travel Assistance Program and Andrew D. 
Baillie Award, Earth Science for Society and Canadian museums.  
We also support CSPG Awards such as the Medal of Merit, R.J.W 
Douglas Medal, Link award, Stanley Slipper Award.  The Founda-
tion is also looking to establish two new awards to coincide with 
the CSPG 100th Anniversary in 2027, the John Allen Award and 
the Dr Helen Belyea Award.  We consistently evaluating our 

funded programs, to ensure they continue to deliver a quality 
program for the purposes of Energy Geoscience Education, and 
looking to partner with new funding opportunities to ensure 
we meet the expectations of our donors.
The Board of Trustees encourages each member to consider 
supporting the CSPG Foundations’ Goals through:  Donating 
along with your CSPG membership renewal, purposed donations 
if there is a specific Foundation program you would like to 
support, general donations if you support all the Foundations 
outreach programs and estate planning allocations to the CSPG 
Foundation (includes equities).
We thank all our donors for their past support and look forward 
to continuing serving our past and new donors by providing 
quality educational outreach that inspire and advance educa-
tion, fosters technical excellence, and encourages awareness 
of petroleum geoscience.


